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The Superfund Process

The Superfund program was enacted
by Congress in December 1980. The
law established a program to
investigate and initiate actions against
actual and potential releases of
hazardous chemicals and other
substances at sites throughout the
United States. In 1986, Congress
reauthorized Superfund and Increased
the size of the fund from $1.6 billion to
£8.5 billion. EPA adminislers the
Superfund program In cooperation
with Indlvidual states and tribal
governmanis.

The Superfund process can diffar for
@ach site. There are usually six phases
which bagin when a site is dentified,
and conclude with a final remedy

EPA monitors the site throughout the
process. If at any me contaminatan
becomes an immediate threat o public
health or the environmant, EPA may
conduct an emergency actlon known
as a removal actlon.

EPA attempls to Identlfy partles who
may be legally responsible lor siie
contamination. Once identified, these
parties are asked to participate in the
investigation and remedial process. If
they do not agree to participate, EPA
may seek their participation through
legal means

The Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Region 6, Superfund Program
has established a toll-free number o
provide direct access fo the general
public and o increase community
involvement in the Superfund
Program.

Or visit our Reglon & Superfund

homepage al:
www.epa.gov/earth 1ri 6sl/8sl.htm

Identification

Bafore most people undersiood how cartain
wastes might threaten public health and the
environment, hazardous wasles were olléen
disposed of at locatons where they could
gither enter the ground, water, or air. Now
ihese sites are baing brought 1o the attantion
of EPA by private cilizens and kocal, state and
tribal agancies.

A preliminary inspection ol the site is
conducted by EPA, the state, or a tribal
agency. Thae site is assessad lor the
presance ol hazardous chemicals and
other substancas and thelr potential
impact on public haalth or tha

anviranmen.

it EPA linds that a site posas a senous
actual or potential thraal to the
community, the site is placed on the
Mational Priorities List (NPL), a roster of
the nation's worsl hazardous wasle siles.
Tha NPL currently includes maore than
1100 sdas natsDrmwica.

L

EPA conducis a two-part invastigation at all
NPL sites. The first part, a pemedial

nyestigation, identifies contamination and

sie-related threals 1o the environment and
public heatth. The second part of the
investigation, a {gasitality shudy, evaluates
vanous approachas to addressing site
Conddons.

EPA selecis a prafarred ramedy for the sie
from amang the alamatives presented in the
teasbilty study. After EPA recommaends its
choica, the public, stale, and local officials are
given an opporiuniy to comment on it. Afer it
considars the comments, EPA salacts the final
remady for the site

Final Remedy
Decision

Faollowing the decision for a final remady, EPA
designs and implaments the chosen ramedy .
EPA negoliales with pares responsibie for
comamination of the site 10 design, Implamant
and pay for the final remady. N an agreamant
cannol ba reached, EPA proceeds with the
final remedy. EPA may, through legal action
action, later recover costs from the
responsibéa parties.



